EASTON ROYAL PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Tuesday 20th November 2007
In the Village Hall

PRESENT:
 M de Pass, R Choules, C Elliott, P Martin, G Webb and R S Hall (WCC Councillor)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE, J. Percy Caldwell (KDC), G Cooper, M Holden

MINUTES:
The Minutes of the meeting held on 4th September 2007 having been circulated, were approved and signed
CLERK’S REPORT ON ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING TOGETHER WITH CORRESPONDENCE:
· A letter has been sent to Esther Daly, Footpaths Officer for Easton Royal, requesting assistance with improvement and maintenance of the Stiles on the Parish Footpaths. A letter has been received from Tricia Duncan requesting that the stiles are becoming unsafe. Follow up to Esther Daly required.
· A letter has been sent to Peter Hanson, Divisional Highways Manager, on the review of speed restrictions on the County’s Group 1 roads. The review is being undertaken to enable changes to be implemented by 2011. Parish Council will be consulted as part of the review. Requests for speed restrictions on the Street will be assessed as part of a review at a time to be agreed. A request has been lodged to provide information on ownership of various verges, to allow responsibility for overhanging trees to be allocated.
· Modification of Footpaths Orders. Following circulation of the document requesting priorities for the Council in processing these applications,  a letter was sent to confirm that all applications received by WCC after 19th January 2005 are subject to the extinguishment of vehicular rights under Section 67 of NERC 2006. This was confirmed, although there is a section within the order that allows for exceptions to this extinguishment. This is thought unlikely to apply and WCC have not opened any applications received after 19th January 2005 for determination.

· Fireworks were a great success and the Village Hall Committee has undertaken to ensure the bonfire site will be cleared of nails and ash and will also reseed in the spring.

· The Safety report on the Play Area is in circulation and a number of safety issues have come to light. P Martin and R Choules have undertaken works on maintaining the hedge for which the Council are very grateful. Both Councillors are willing to undertake necessary works raised in the Safety Report. There are funds within the budget to cover these works.
REPORT FROM ROBERT HALL (WCC COUNCILLOR)
Since the last Parish Council meeting, the Bill to allow Wiltshire County Council to become a Unitary Authority has become an Act. Two counties have decided to appeal against these decisions. The districts of Kennet, Salisbury and West Wiltshire have decided to work together with Shropshire. Following Judicial Revue the Appeal will not be heard until February 2008. 
The timetable for events has changed from that previously reported.
· The Order for Wiltshire will commence in January 2008

· The Boundary Commission will visit Wiltshire to create logical contiguous areas by the end of 2008

· April 2009 The new Authority comes into force

· May 2009 elections for the Unitary Authority Councillors (98 in number)

· It is probable that Parish Council elections will not take place until 2013 because there is no momentum for elections in 2009 – just two years into existing council tenure.
· Parish and Town Councils may have the opportunity to deliver services, with funding from Wiltshire, for example for verge cutting and car parking.

· Community Area Boards will be created with the same boundaries as the existing Community Area Partnerships. The Boards will be chaired by members of the Unitary Board and funded. Although members of the CAPs will be able to speak at the CAB meetings the CAPs will not have a vote.
· Planning is still to be resolved but may be decided at CAB level.

· There will be a Transitional Cabinet, presided over by Jane Scott with 8 members from the County Council and 8 from the District Councils. There will also be a Transitional Scrutiny Group with a Chair, 4 members from the County and 4 from the District.

· Shadow Elections will not now take place.

· The 98 Councillors take on rolls previously held by both County and District Councillors but each constituency will be smaller than the present County and larger than District.

PLANNING:
Existing Applications outcomes

K/57142/F Summerhouse Crossroads Farm

Approved

New Applications since last meeting 



K/57283/TR2 Work on Trees, Primrose Cottage
Approved



K/57310/TR2 Work on Trees, Appledor

Approved



K/57372/TR2 Work on Trees, The Old Forge
Approved


K/57409/TR2 Work on Trees, Redroof

Approved


K/57455/F Amendment to K/52380/F

Approved

FINANCE:
C Elliott proposed, R Choules seconded, and the following payments approved:
Mazars
141.00

H D T Helps
375.00

Bawden
179.09

WALC (Councillor Packs)
59.93

Bawden
179.09

PlaySafety
70.50

SLCC (Clerk’s Society Sub)
55.00

WCC (School Sign ½ due from School)
249.78

It was noted that the School have been invoiced for their share of the cost for the new sign and are still to make the payment.

The Precept for 2008 was agreed Proposed by C L Elliott and Seconded by P Martin, based on the following figures:-


2007 
2008 

Insurance
370
380

Petty Cash
50
50

Admin inc Subs
190
200

Clerk (Wages)
1500
1600

Cemetery Upkeep
1000
1000

Mowing 
700
735

Contingency
500
300

Donations
100
125

Audit Fees
100
120

Play Area Upkeep
320
320

Play Area Inspection
70
70
Total
4900
4900

It was noted that there was scope to increase the Grant given to the Church for the upkeep of the Cemetery from within the Contingency figure. The clerk’s wages are increasing in line with NALC Code and the figure of £1600 per annum takes effect from 1st October 2007.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 
A request was presented for the Parish Steward to clear the loose gravel on the B3087, on the bend towards Milton Lilbourne. This may be a job for the County Unimog but the Parish Steward will be approached in the first instance.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: Tuesday 12th February 2008 at 1930 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2025[image: image1.png]
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